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AWTCO YA Group’s production of “An evening with Edgar Allen Poe" will be rehearsed and performed at the Olive Street Theatre, 234 Olive St, Albury. 
Production week will be in the week beginning October 26, 2026, with a call time at the theatre of 5.00pm to approximately 9.30pm. All cast are required to attend all rehearsals in production week. Performance dates are October 29 (x2), October 30 (x1) & October (x2) 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc228117941]SYNOPSIS 
Enter the wonderfully creepy world of Edgar Allan Poe with six faithful adaptations of some of his most haunting works. Including favorites such as The Cask of Amontillado and The Tell-Tale Heart this collection of short plays represents Poe at his most horrifying.
[bookmark: _Toc228117942]AUDITIONS 
Auditions will be held on Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd May 2026 at the Olive Street Theatre, 234 Olive St, Albury. Book your audition online at https://awtco.org.au/. 
To be eligible to audition you must be between 18 and 25 years at the time of the performance. 
[bookmark: _Toc228117943]AUDITION REQUIREMENTS 
Everyone will be doing the same piece, which will be the last 3 stanzas of the Raven (provided). You will also be given at least one cold reading and an improvisational scene to perform for the audition panel.

The casting of the short plays will be based on the audition performance and the first two weeks of rehearsal. Roles may be gender fluid and some may be cast in multiple roles.
We are expecting a number of people to audition, so if the Audition Panel feels they have heard enough to determine your ability they may ask you to stop. This should not be taken as any indicator of whether you will or will not be cast!
[bookmark: _Toc228117944]VIDEO AUDITIONS
Video auditions will be considered under some circumstances. Please contact the production team directly on yatheatre@awtco.org.au to discuss this option. 


[bookmark: _Toc228117945]IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL AUDITIONEES 
· AWTCO is an equal opportunity organisation. 
· Audition time is strictly limited so use your time to show the panel what you can do.  The panel will be looking for character acting skills, singing confidence as well as dramatic, comedic and movement ability. 
· It is important to present yourself well so ensure your audition pieces are well prepared.  
· All auditions are private and will only be attended by the panel and auditionees. 
· The audition will be 10-15 mins where you will perform your selected pieces for the panel.  
· Please printout and complete the last 2 pages of this document and attach your headshot and bring this with you to your audition.   
· All auditionees will be notified of the outcome of their audition as soon as possible. Please do not contact us, we will contact you via the email address you provide. 
· Cast are required to commit to all rehearsals. Please provide us with any dates you are not available during the rehearsal process on the audition form. Absences may necessitate replacing you in the production. 
· Cast must always adhere to the company code of conduct. This will be provided to the successful cast members at the meet and greet.
· No photos or videos of rehearsals, costumes, props, or choreography are to be published (particularly on social media) without the express consent of either the AWTCO Committee representative or production team.  
· AWTCO reserves the right to take photographs of cast members for casting, costumes, make up, publicity and program purpose and these may be used in any form of media.  
· Cast will be required to provide their own hosiery, basic make up and shoes.  
Please note that AWTCO reserves the right, at its sole and absolute discretion, to not cast any role from these auditions if, in the opinion of the audition panel, the right person for the role is not found.  In this event AWTCO may pursue other means to fill a vacant role. 
[bookmark: _Toc228117946]AUDITION DIALOGUE PIECE
Each auditioner must perform the following excerpt of the Raven, a poem by Edgar Allen Poe. Memorisation is preferred but not required. Ability to best demonstrate your understanding of the material with appropriate voice & expression determines casting. The Director will request you to improvise another piece provided in the audition. 


The Raven
By Edgar Allan Poe
Stanzas 16 - 18
	“Prophet!” said I, “thing of evil!—prophet still, if bird or devil!
By that Heaven that bends above us—by that God we both adore—
    Tell this soul with sorrow laden if, within the distant Aidenn,
    It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom the angels name Lenore—
Clasp a rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore.”
            Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

    “Be that word our sign of parting, bird or fiend!” I shrieked, upstarting—
“Get thee back into the tempest and the Night’s Plutonian shore!
    Leave no black plume as a token of that lie thy soul hath spoken!
    Leave my loneliness unbroken!—quit the bust above my door!
Take thy beak from out my heart, and take thy form from off my door!”
            Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

    And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting
On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;
    And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon’s that is dreaming,
    And the lamp-light o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the floor;
And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor
            Shall be lifted—nevermore!


[bookmark: _Toc228117947]REHEARSAL INFORMATION
Location: Unless otherwise notified, rehearsals and the performances will be at the Olive Street Theatre, 234 Olive St, Albury. 
Meet & Greet: 30th May 2026 @ 1.00pm  
Rehearsals will start Week beginning 13th June, 2026  
We will be rehearsing Monday evenings, Thursday’s evenings and Saturday afternoons. A detailed schedule will be provided and in the early stages of rehearsal, you will not be required for all rehearsals. Final casting for the show will be completed by the end of the second week of rehearsals. (27th of June). All cast will be required for the first two weeks of rehearsals.
Production Week Rehearsals: (Cast required for all production week rehearsals) 
· Monday 26th October 2026- Dress and Tech rehearsal
· Tuesday 27th October 2026 – Dress and tech rehearsal
· Wednesday 28th April 2026 – Tech rehearsal
Performances: 5 performances
· Opening matinee Thursday 29th October 2026 (school show)
· Thursday 29th night
· Friday 30th night
· Saturday 31st matinee
· Closing Night Saturday 31st October 2026 
Call times in the theatre will be 2 hours prior to start times unless otherwise notified.  
Cast members are expected to attend for any photo calls, costume fittings, publicity and promotional events as required. These dates will be notified asap. 




[bookmark: _Toc228117948]YA Theatre Group Audition Form 2026
	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Mobile:
	
	Email:
	



	
	Yes
	No
	
	Yes
	No

	Are you auditioning for another production?  
	☐
	☐
	Will you accept a place in the ensemble?
	☐
	☐

	Are you interested a backstage role?
	☐
	☐
	Are you currently in another production?
	☐
	☐



	List any dates you know you will be unavailable

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	List your experience & training here or attach CV.

	













	Include your biography for the program here (to be used if cast in the show)

	












T-Shirt size: Unisex____________________ (You will be required to pay $10 for your show shirt)

Please be sure that you are prepared to give this production your FULL commitment! To present a professional standard of production, we expect the cast to approach it professionally, in every way! 
We require you to attend all rehearsals as called and devote time to develop your acting & movement skills to convincingly portray your character. A detailed rehearsal schedule will be issued regularly giving adequate notice of your required rehearsal calls attendance.  
All scheduled rehearsals MUST be attended! Absences disrupt the rehearsal process. 
NOTE: Absences may necessitate replacing you in the production!
To meet the above criteria the following must be agreed to: 
· Attend rehearsals as called. 
· Contribute to the production enthusiastically. 
· Take direction. 
· Wear costumes, wigs & makeup as directed. 
· Attend costume, publicity and photo calls. 
· Always give your full co-operation to the production team. 
· Arrive on time (10 minutes before start time) to ensure a prompt start. 
· Maintain a positive and supportive attitude towards the company and the production team!
I have read the above and, if accepted into the production, I agree to abide by these criteria. 
	
	Yes
	No

	I agree to have my name and image listed on the cast list to be published on the AWTCO web sites & used for other publicity purposes
	☐
	☐

	
	
	



Signed: _________________________________________	Date: ____________________________ 
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